	Observations and Decision Making in Avalanche Terrain



	Daily Avalanche Information:

Colorado Avalanche Information Centre

(303) 275 5360   www.avalanche.org
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Source:
Eldora Mountain Resort Avalanche School

	Current Weather Conditions 24 hr:

NOAA National Weather Service

(303) 494 4479

	Current Danger Rating:
Danger Trend/Forecast:

	Low (Green)

Improving/Steady
	Moderate (Yellow)

Rising Slowly
	Considerable (Orange)

Rising Rapidly
	High/Extreme (Red)



	Continue? If yes, proceed to avalanche activity data:

	When:
	Past
	Recent
	Current
	Current +

	Number:
	None/Few
	Many
	Widespread
	Widespread +

	Where:
	Far Away
	In Area
	Same as you
	Same as you +

	Triggers:
	Large
	Human
	Human/Natural
	Human/Natural +

	Characteristics:

	Small
	Medium/Slabs
	Large
	Large

	Continue? If yes, proceed to snowpack data:

	Average Depth:
	>6’
	4’ - 6’
	< 4’
	

	Average Strength:
	Strong
	Moderate
	Weak
	

	Variability From Average Depth/Strength:
	Uniform
	Somewhat variable
	Highly variable
	

	Strong Over Weak Layering:
	Little/None
	Some
	Pronounced
	

	Compression Tests/Rurschblock Tests:
	CT 30+ / RB 7
	CT 20 - 30 / RB 5 - 6
	CT 10 - 20 / RB 3 – 4
	CT 0 -10 / RB 1 - 2 

	Danger Signs 
(Cracking, 
Whumphing, etc.):

	Few/None
Heavy trigger

Localized propagation
	Isolated
Mod. Trigger

Mod. Propagation
	Widespread
Light Trigger

Wide propagation
	

	Continue? If yes, proceed to weather data:

	Storm:
	None
	Snow 1” /hr.
Winds move little snow in start zone.

Cool and steady temps
	Snow 2”-3” /hr.
Winds move some snow in start zone.

Warm temps and/or rapid temp rise.
	Snow 4”+ /hr.
Winds move much snow in start zone +

Very warm temps and/or rapid temp rise

	Last Storm Ended:
	> 48 hours ago
	36 –  48 hours ago
	< 36 hours ago
	

	New Snow (12 hrs)
	< 6”
	6” – 12”
	> 12”
	

	Blowing Snow:
	None
	Some recently
	Much recently or currently  
	

	Temps/

Radiation:

	Cold – Cool/
None - Little
	Cool – Warm/
Some
	Rapid Rise/

Strong
	

	Continue? If yes, proceed to terrain assessment:

	Incline:
	< 25
	25 – 35
	> 35
	

	Aspect (Wind Exposure):
	Windward
	Some cross/lee
	Much cross/lee
	

	Trigger Points:
	None – Few
	Some
	Many
	

	Size/Traps:

	Small/None – Few
	Moderate/Some
	Large/Many
	

	Other Pertinent Data:

(terrain or snowpack to avoid, human factors, etc.):

	CONSIDER HUMAN FACTORS, THEN:
	Travel with normal caution
	Consider Safer Options
Travel with increased caution
	Consider Safest Options
Travel not recommended on specific terrain or certain snowpack


	Travel Not Recommended


	Current Weather Conditions 24 hr:
NOAA National Weather Service

(303)  494 4479
	Action
	Travel is generally safe.

Use normal caution
	Exercise caution on steeper terrain or hazardous aspects.
	Exercise increasing caution. Avoid steeper terrain or hazardous aspects.
	Travel in avalanche terrain not recommended. Stay on windward ridges or low angle slopes without steeper terrain above.
	Travel in and near avalanche terrain should be avoided. Stay on flat ground well away from avalanche paths.



	
	Size
	Very small avalanches.

Unlikely to bury or injure people except in significant terrain traps
	Some avalanches.

Could bury or injure people, especially in terrain traps.
	Medium size avalanches. Will bury or injure people in terrain traps.

Burial or injury in avalanche paths is probable.

	Large avalanches. Will bury or injure people.
	Very large avalanches. Burial, serious injury or death is certain.
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	Trigger
	Naturally triggered slab avalanches highly unlikely.

Human triggered avalanches are unlikely


	Naturally triggered slab avalanches unlikely.

Human triggered avalanches are possible.


	Naturally triggered slab or loose avalanches possible.

Human triggered slab avalanches are probable.


	Naturally triggered avalanches are likely. Human Triggered slab or loose avalanches are certain.
	Widespread naturally triggered avalanches certain. Slabs easily triggered by human activities are certain.



	Daily Avalanche Information:

Colorado Avalanche Information Center
(303) 275 5360   
www.avalanche.org
	Colour
	Green
	Yellow
	Orange
	Red
	Red with Black Border

	
	Danger Rating
	LOW
	MODERATE

	CONSIDERABLE


	HIGH
	EXTREME
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